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when recommendations have been very forcibly presented to me
I have not accepted them because I have thought that I could
not conscientiously give effect to them. With regard to the
Khilafat, what action is it suggested the Government of India
should take ? We have done everything possible. I am not
speaking only of my Government. I refer also to that of my
predecessor, Lord Chelmsford. You are well aware that he
also made the strongest representations to His Majesty's Govern-
ment at home. There are some present, particularly I see one,
who were with the deputation that went home to the Prime
Minister. What is the fault alleged against the Government of
India in this respect ? Where do we fail ? I won't pursue the
subject, but I make these observations for your consideration.
One further word upon the reforms. Let us see how we stand,
because as I understand it, the view presented is that in the main
it is the desire that Swaraj, complete Swaraj (full self-government)
should be given as speedily as possible. The history is so well-
known to you that I only recall to you the one fact, that the
Legislatures have only begun to function this very year, and the
demand is for a more extended or for complete Swaraj. Let us
examine the facts. Not only have the reforms been granted,
but they are actually in operation. It cannot yet be said that
they have been completely tested, and although I can sympathize
with the views of those who desire that in the future, as soon as it
can be properly and safely done, there should be extension,
surely there is not sufficient reason in this respect for an acute
crisis, as is suggested in your address. But I won't analyze
farther, I would ask you who represent various shades of opinion
to consider the present situation. I have already told you of my
Government's dislike of arrests and imprisonments. I kaow
that you yourselves have strong feelings upon the subject. You
tell me in the address that we are proceeding to an acute crisis,
It may be that we may have a more disturbed condition of affairs
than at present. If the law is defied, whatever the reason, ail
the incidents that unfortunately accompany a challenge of law,
may quickly follow. I appeal to you to observe the conditions
to-day and in the future and urge that we should all seek a high
level above party or political advantages, otherwise we shall all
be failing in our duty to India.

I remind you that whatever reforms may be desired in the
present constitutional system, they can only come through the
British Parliament. The only constitutional method, the only
peaceful solution is by the British Parliament amending the